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COUNCIL MEMBERS URGE STUDY COMMITTEE FOR COLUMBIA 
PARKWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 

 

Press conference held to discuss possible safety measures. 

 

Council Members Leslie Ghiz, Amy Murray, Chris Bortz and Wayne Lippert announced today that they would ask the 
Administration to immediately create a study committee composed of the Department of Transportation, Police 
Department, and the Parks Department to find ways to make Columbia Parkway safer.   
 
“The Parkway is a critical corridor for our City. It brings employees into downtown and serves many neighborhoods.  
However, it must be safe, and the City should do everything it can to ensure that the Parkway does not turn into a 
NASCAR race,” says Council Member Leslie Ghiz. 
 
Columbia Parkway carries more than 26,000 cars per day, and it is one of Cincinnati’s most beautiful and scenic drives 
into downtown and our eastern neighborhoods.  However, to many drivers, the Parkway can feel like a racetrack as 
speeds often clock in well over the legal limit of 45 mph. The City’s Department of Transportation and Engineering will 
release statistics on the number of accidents on the Parkway from this year later today. 
 
Council Members Ghiz, Murray, and Lippert recommend a comprehensive look at safety options on Columbia Parkway, 
with a report due back to City Council by January 1, 2012. They suggested several options that should be included in the 
study, including: 
 

 Added speed patrols or speed signs, especially during the morning and evening commutes 
 

 Elimination of the middle lane that is currently used by westbound drivers.  This could include creation of a scenic 
middle strip to maintain the Parkway’s natural beauty and also have the effect of slowing drivers down.  
 

 Addition of rumble strips at certain locations 
 

 Creation of emergency lanes for cars to pull off on the side of the road 
 

 
Councilman Wayne Lippert adds, “As someone who drives Columbia Parkway almost daily, I can attest that the natural 
beauty along the river makes this commute one of our City’s finest. Yet the accidents and mudslides we have seen in 
recent weeks show us that this commute can be downright dangerous. We must do everything we can to ensure that the 
Parkway remains safe for our residents and visitors.” 
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